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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
LANCHESTER  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Rutherford  and  Gentlemen, — 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report 
on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the 
Lanchester  Rural  District  during  1937. 

The  Vital  Statistics  are,  taken  on  the  whole, 
satisfactory.  Much  good  work  has  been  accom¬ 
plished  during  the  year  in  many  respects  and  many 
improvements  effected. 

The  change  in  the  District  which  occurred  on 
April  1st,  1937,  has  made  the  preparation  of  the 
report  more  difficult  than  usual. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Members 
of  the  Council  for  their  support  in  all  Public  Health 
work  during  the  year,  and  also  the  Staff  for  their 
co-operation  in  any  work  for  the  general  good  of  the 
District.  The  courtesy  and  assistance  of  your  Clerk, 
Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspectors  has  been 
particularly  helpful. 

I  am, 

You  rs  faihtfully, 

JOHN  C.  WALKER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


LANCHESTER  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Address  of  Public  Health  Department  : 

Council  Offices,  Lanchester. 

Telephone  Number  :  Lanchester  5. 

Private  Residence  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

“  Highfield,”  Parliament  Street,  Consett. 

Telephone  Number  (for  use  when  offices  are  closed) :  Consett  188. 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  COUNCIL. 

Chairman — Coun.  J.  HOBBS,  C.C. 

Vice-Chairman — Coun.  J.  COOK. 

Coun.  B.  Allport,  Coun.  J.  Robertsbaw,  Coun.  Mrs.  R.  Rutherford, 
Coun.  M.  Appleby,  Coun.  J.  J.  Turnbull,  Coun.  J.  M.  Brodie, 
Coun.  J.  A.  Lowdon,  Coun.  R.  Call-and,  Coun.  J.  S.  Armstrong, 
Coun.  Rev.  J.  F.  Leyland  Orton,  Coun.  E.  Newton,  Coun.  T. 

Robinson. 

HEALTH  COMMITTEE  : 

Chairman — Coun.  Mrs.  R.  Rutherford. 
Vice-Chairman — Coun.  R.  Calland. 

Members — The  Whole  Council. 

Representatives  on  the  Lanchester  Joint  Hospital  Board  : 

Coun.  B.  Allport,  Coun.  R.  Calland,  J.  Cook,  J.  Hobbs,  C.C., 
Coun.  E.  Newton,  Coun.  J.  Robertshaw,  Coun.  Mrs.  R. 
Rutherford,  Coun.  J.  J.  Turnbull. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

OF  THE  AREA. 

Summary  of  General  and  Vital  Statistics. 

Area  in  Acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44,400 

Population  (Census  1931)  ...  ...  ...  16,413 

Population  Mid-Year  1937  (Registrar-General)  15,640 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1937) 

according  to  the  rate-books  ...  ...  4,074 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ^64,062 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ^233 

Births  during-  1937  ...  316  Birth-rate  ...  16*0 

Deaths  during  1937  ...  241  Crude  Death-rate  12-2 

Adjusted  Death-rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  13-4 

Deaths  (Infants  under  one  year)  1937  ...  ...  17-0 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate,  1937  ...  ...  53-0 

Tuberculosis  Death-rate,  1937  ...  ..  ...  0-45 

Pulmonary  ...  o  25  Non-Pulmonary  .....  0-20 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS,  ETC. 

Following  the  Review  of  County  Districts  under  the  Local  Gov¬ 
ernment  Act  of  1929 — the  final  proposals  came  into  operation  on 
April  1st,  1937,  and  Lanchester  Rural  District  suffered  a  loss  in  many 
respects.  The  area  was  reduced  from  50,647  acres  to  44,400  acres. 
The  rateable  value  from  £115,969  to  £64,042,  and  the  population  from 
32,150  to  15,640. 

The  Parishes  of  Craghead,  Medomsley,  Knitsley  and  Ebchester 
were  transferred  to  the  Stanley  U.D.  and  Consett  U.D.  and  part  of 
the  Parish  of  Esh  to  the  Brandon  U.D. 

The  District  remaining  consists  of  nine  parishes,  and  the  chief 
industries  are  Coal-mining  with  it  by-products,  brick  and  tile-making, 
quarrying,  and  a  large  business  in  dairy  farming. 

There  does  not  appear  to  be  any  detrimental  effect  on  the  health 
of  the  population  by  reason  of  these  industries  apart  from  the 
accidents  associated  with  the  heavy  industries. 

There  has  been  some  improvement  in  recent  years  in  the  number 
of  men  in  employment,  but  this  number  varies  considerably  accord¬ 
ing  to  conditions  in  the  coal  industry. 
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One  agreement  of  great  promise  has  been  made  in  this  District 

largely  owing  to  the  activities  of  your  Chairman,  County  Coun. 

J.  Hobbs,  and  that  is  not  to  employ  boys  under  sixteen  years  of  age 

underground  in  the  coal  mines.  This  agreement  is  with  the  Burnhope 
Colliery  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  such  agreements  will  become 
universal. 

Voluntary  and  official  social  activities  operate  in  all  parts  of  the 
District,  and  every  endeavour  is  made  to  co-operate  with  these  to  the 
utmost  of  our  ability  and  thanks  are  gratefully  tendered  to  all 
Voluntary  Workers  who  have  assisted  us. 

The  assistance  of  various  Officers  of  the  County  Council,  the 
co-operation  of  Officers  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and  the  Unemploy¬ 
ment  Assistance  Board  is  appreciated,  and  it  has  been  a  pleasure  to 
notice  during  recent  years  that  this  spirit  of  mutual  assistance 
between  various  departments  has  grown  to  a  considerable  extent. 

The  various  Nursing  Associations  in  the  District  continue  to  offer 
real  practical  advice  and  help  in  time  of  sickness  to  their  members, 
and  are  worthy  of  every  support.  The  following  extracts  from  their 
reports  for  1937  are  illustrative  of  the  good  work  carried  out. 

BURNHOPE  COLLIERY  AND  DISTRICT  NURSING  ASSOCIATION. 

The  Secretary,  Coun.  J.  Cook,  reports  a  satisfactory  year. 


Number  of  Medical  Cases  attended  ...  ...  132 

Number  of  Surgical  Cases  attended  ...  ...  125 

Number  of  Midwifery  Cases  attended  ...  ...  36 

Number  of  Maternity  Cases  attended  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  Casual  Cases  attended  ...  ...  331 

Number  of  ante-natal  visits  ...  ...  ...  94 

Number  of  post-natal  visits  ...  ...  ...  86 


Total  Visits  (All  Causes)  ...  ...  3545 


It  is  obvious  from  this  report  that  a  considerable  amount  of  work 
has  been  performed  that  could  not  be  done  in  any  other  way  on  such 
an  economic  basis,  and  all  concerned  have  every  reason  to  be  proud 
of  their  achievements. 
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LANGLEY  PARK  NURSING  ASSOCIATION. 

The  Chairman,  Coun.  Mrs.  Rutherford,  informs  me  that  this 
Association  is  run  on  a  weekly  subscription  basis  of  one  penny  per 
week. 

One  Queen’s  Nurse  is  employed,  and  Ambulance,  etc.,  provided. 


Number  of  Medical  Cases  attended  ...  ...  72 

Number  of  Surgical  Cases  attended  ...  ...  73 

Number  of  Midwifery  Cases  attended  ...  ...  33 

Number  of  Maternity  Cases  attended  ...  ...  6 

Ante-Natal  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  206 

Post-natal  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 


Total  Visits  (All  Causes)  ...  ...  3250 

This  report  also  shows  the  great  volume  of  work  that  is  per¬ 
formed  in  mitigating  the  effects  of  illness  in  the  homes  of  Subscribers 
and  at  such  a  low  cost  that  everyone  should  be  able  to  .afford  this 
protection  against  sickness. 

Other  similar  Associations  exist  in  the  District,  their  reports  are 
not  to  hand  at  the  time  of  writing,  but  they  all  perform  very  useful 
and  helpful  work. 

SPECIAL  CAUSES  OF  SICKNESS. 

Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria  were  prevalent  during  the  year. 
The  former  cases  were  less  than  in  recent  years,  but  the  latter 
reached  the  highest  figure  since  1934. 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  were  also  prevalent  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  year. 

There  is  no  statistical  evidence  to  show  that  unemployment  has 
exercised  any  significant  influence  on  the  health  or  physique  of 
children  or  adults. 

Individual  cases  of  nutritional  deficiencies  do  occur  but  appear 
to  be  distributed  among  all  classes  of  the  population  irrespective  of 
means,  so  far  as  our  limited  observation  is  concerned. 
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THE  SIGNIFICANCE  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

These  figures  are  usually  regarded  as  dry  and  uninteresting. 
Why  then  should  we  go  to  all  the  trouble  of  preparing  them?  There 
are  several  reasons,  one  of  which  is  that  just  as  a  well  managed 
Commercial  undertaking  prepares  its  balance  sheet  for  the  year,  to 
summarise  gains  or  losses,  so  are  these  figures  prepared  and  published 
nationally  as  in  the  Ministry  of  Health  Reports,  and  locally  by  the 
various  Sanitary  Authorities  throughout  the  Country,  to  ascertain 
our  progress. 

The  recorded  figures  are  calculated  as  rates,  frequently  per 
thousand  population,  per  thousand  births,  and  so  on.  This  method 
makes  them  comparable  to  some  extent  with  similar  rates  in  other 
districts.  Frequently  further  corrections  are  needed  for  variations 
in  the  composition  of  the  population,  sexes,  age  group,  occupations 
etc.  In  relatively  small  populations  it  is  safer  to  judge  by  averages 
over  periods  of  five  years  rather  than  by  the  result  of  one  year,  but 
generally  speaking  the  healthiness  or  otherwise  of  a  district  should 
be  judged  by  considering  the  figures  as  a  whole,  and  comparing  them 
with  previous  records,  or  with  those  of  similar  districts. 

The  usual  ones  dealt  with  are: — 

(1)  POPULATION. — This  can  be  calculated  in  various  ways,  the 
most  accurate  being  the  census.  It  is  affected  in  this  area  by 
industrial  conditions,  leading  to  periodic  migration  or  immigration  as 
the  local  industries  are  prosperous  or  otherwise.  There  is  what  is 
termed  the  “  Natural  increase  ’  each  year,  i.e.,  the  excess  of  births 
over  deaths,  and  the  falling  birth-rate  is  gradually  reducing  that 
excess. 

(2)  DEATH-RATE. — This  in  its  crude  form  is  the  number  of 
deaths  recorded,  per  thousand  of  the  population  of  the  district 
concerned.  The  corrected  death-rate  is  obtained  by  multiplying  the 
crude  death-rate  by  a  comparability  factor,  which  allows  for 
inequalities  of  distribution  of  sexes,  age  groups,  etc.  in  different 
populations.  We  find  by  comparing  past  records  that  the  Crude  death- 
rate  in  Lanchester  Rural  District  in  1897  was  17.7  compared  with  12.2 
in  1937.  In  other  words  had  the  same  rate  of  dying  operated  in  1937 
as  in  the  year  1897  we  should  have  recorded  349  deaths  instead  of 
241,  so  we  have  gained  to  the  extent  of  108  lives  in  that  year  by  the 
reduction  in  the  death-rate. 
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(3)  INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE.— This  is  a  rate  obtained  by 
calculating  the  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  per 
thousand  births.  It  forms  a  valuable  index,  as  infants  more  readily 
succumb  to  the  disease  favoured  by  an  insanitary  environment. 
Again  reference  to  past  records  shows  that  in  the  same  periods  already 
referred  to,  this  rate  has  fallen  from  172  to  53,  which  means  that  had 
the  rate  prevailed  that  existed  forty  years  ago  55  infants  deaths 
would  have  been  recorded  instead  of  17. 

(4)  ZYMOTIC  DEATH-RATE.— This  is  the  rate  per  thousand 
population  of  the  deaths  from  the  principal  infectious  diseases. 
Referring  to  previous  records  we  see  that  in  the  same  periods  dealt 
with  this  has  fallen  from  1.6  to  0.76,  which  rates  mean  that  had  the 
higher  prevailed  in  1937,  there  would  have  been  31  deaths  to  record, 
instead  of  the  15  actually  recorded. 

There  are  numerous  other  rates  recorded,  but  all  have  some 
bearing  on  the  final  judgment,  and  whilst  spectacular  results  are  not 
obtained  from  year  to  year  it  can  readily  be  seen  that  Public  Health 
measures  have  justified  their  introduction,  and  have  amply  repaid 
the  nation  for  the  expenditure  incurred  in  human  lives  saved,  and 
in  the  health  and  happiness  of  countless  numbers. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 
Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 


Live  /'Legitimate 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  of 

299 

141' 

1  •  r  • 

>  the  estimated  resident 

Births  (Illegitimate 

1  7 

8 

9. 

population  i6’o. 

Still  (Legitimate 

15 

9 

6) 

Rate  per  1000  total  (live 

Births  (Illegitimate 

0 

0 

0  J 

and  still)  births  45 ‘3. 

Deaths 

241 

122 

119 

Death  rate  per  1000  of 
the  estimated  resident 
population  12-2. 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  •  O 

Rate  per  i,ooo 

total  (live  and  still)  births 

;  ...  0 

No.  29.  Puerperal  Sepsis, 

no  deaths. 

Rate  per  1000 

total  births  0 

No.  30.  Other  Puerperal 

causes, 

no  deaths...  ...  0 

IO 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  53*0 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  53*5 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  58'8 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  o 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  o 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  ...  ...  o 

(a)  POPULATION. — The  Registrar  General  estimates  the 
Resident  Population  of  Lanchester  Rural  District  at  Mid-year  1937,  as 
15,640.  This  is  a  considerable  reduction  on  the  figure  at  the  1931 
census  which  was  16,413  for  the  area  now  included  in  this  district. 
All  calculations  are  made  on  a  population  of  19,630,  a  figure  supplied 
by  the  Registrar  General  for  the  Special  purposes  of  1937,  as  for  the 
first  three  months  the  old  District  was  in  being,  and  in  the  last  nine 
months  the  present  Lanchester  Rural  District. 

(b)  LIVE  BIRTHS. — Birth  Rate.  The  number  of  live  births  was 
316,  which  gives  a  birth-rate  of  16.0  per  1,000  population  which  is 
lower  than  the  County  rate  of  16.9  and  higher  than  that  for  England 
and  Wales  which  was  14.9. 

(c)  STILL  BIRTHS. — There  were  15  still  births  during  the  year 
which  was  a  rate  of  45.3  per  1,000  total  births.  This  rate  is  0.70  per 
1,000  population  compared  with  0.60  for  England  and  Wales. 

(d)  SEX  DISTRIBUTION  OF  BIRTHS. — There  were  more  boys 
than  girls  born  during  the  year — 158  compared  with  141,  the  ratio 
being  1,000  males  to  892  females. 

(e)  ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS.— There  were  17 
illegitimate  births  equal  to  5.3  per  cent,  of  the  total.  This  figure  is 
high.  There  was  1  death  in  these  17  cases,  a  death-rate  of  58.8  per 
1,000  births,  compared  with  53.5  for  legitimate  infants. 

(f)  DEATHS. — Crude  Death-rate.  There  were  241  deaths  in  the 
area  during  1937.  The  number  of  males  was  122  and  of  females  was 
119.  This  gives  a  death-rate  of  12.2  per  1,000  population  compared 
with  12.1  for  the  administrative  County  and  12.4  for  England  and 
Wales. 


Causes  of  Deaths  in  Lanchester  Rural  District,  1937 
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Birth-rates,  Death-rates,  Analysis  of  England  and  Wales,  London 

Mortality,  Maternal  Death-Rates,  and  125  Great  Towns  and  148 

Case-rates  for  certain  Infectious  Smaller  Towns. 

Diseases  in  the  year  1937- 


(Provisional  Figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns). 


125 

148 

( 

England 

County  Boro’s 

SmallerTowns 

London 

Lan- 

and 

(Resident 

Adinmis 

Chester 

and 

Great  Towns 

Populations 

trative 

Rural 

including 

25,000  to 

County 

District 

Wales 

I 

London 

50,000  at 
1931  Census) 

Births : 

Rates  per  1,000  Population. 

Live 

14-  9 

14-  9 

15*  3 

13-  3 

16-  0 

Stilt  . 

0-60 

0-67 

0  64 

0  54 

076 

Deaths : 

All  Causes  ... 

Typhoid  and  ^ 

Paratvphoid  fever  ) 

12-  4 

12-  5 

11  9 

12-  3 

0  00 

12-  2 

0-00 

000 

0-0 1 

000 

Smallpox  ... 

--  ■ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Measles 

002 

0  03 

0  02 

0-01 

0-00 

Scarlet  fever 

001 

001 

001 

0  01 

0  00 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

0-04 

004 

0-03 

006 

0  00 

Diphtheria  ... 

007 

0-08 

005 

005 

0-61 

Influenza 

0  45 

0-39 

0-42 

038 

0-30 

Violence 

0  54 

0  45 

0-42 

0-51 

0-56 

Notifications  : 

Smallpox 

o-oo 

— 

0  00 

— 

— 

Scarlet  fever 

2-33 

2  56 

2-42 

2  09 

3  26 

Diphtheria 

1  49 

1*81 

1-38 

1  93 

5  8 1 

Enteric  fever 

0-05 

006 

0-04 

0-05 

o-oo 

Erysipelas 

0-37 

0-43 

0  34 

0  44 

0-30 

Pneumonia 

1*36 

1-58 

1-20 

1T8 

142 

Rates  per  1.000  Live  Births. 

Deaths  under  1  year  of  age 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  1 

58 

62 

55 

60 

53 

and  Enteritis  under  > 
2  jears  of  age  ) 

5-8 

7-  9 

3-  2 

12-  0 

9-  4 

Maternal  Mortality  : 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ... 

0  97 

) 

o-oo 

Others  . 

2-26 

l  Not 

available 

0  00 

Total  . 

3-23 

> 

o-oo 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  Births  (i.e 

Live  and  Still). 

Maternal  Mortality  : 

1 

| 

Puerperal  Sepsis  .. 

0  94 

) 

1 

)  , , 

Others 

2  17 

v  Not  available 

y  0  00 

Total  . 

311 

) 

Notifications  : 

Puerperal  fever 
Puerperal  pyrexia  .. 

13-93 

17-59 

11  52 

i  /  4  15 
( 14  34 

1  3  02 
|  9-06 
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(g)  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. — These  appear  in  a  detailed  table 
elsewhere.  There  were: — 


17 

Deaths 

of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age 

7.0 

per 

cent. 

6 

Deaths 

from 

Influenza  . 

2.5 

99 

99 

9 

Deaths 

from 

Tuberculosis 

3.7 

99 

99 

24 

99 

99 

Cancer 

9.9. 

99 

99 

17 

99 

99 

Pneumonia 

7.0 

99 

99 

8 

99 

99 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  ... 

3.3 

99 

99 

14 

99 

99 

Notifiable  Diseases 

5.8 

99 

99 

(not  Tuberculosis) 

74 

99 

99 

Heart  Disease 

30.7 

99 

99 

10 

99 

99 

Nephritis 

4.1 

99 

99 

11 

99 

99 

Violence 

4.5 

99 

99 

7 

99 

99 

Bronchitis  and  other  Respiratory 

Diseases 

2.9 

99 

99 

17 

99 

99 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

7.0 

99 

99 

Cancer  Mortality  per  1,000  population  1.21. 

(h)  CANCER  MORTALITY. — There  were  24  deaths  from  Cancer 


or  Malignant  Disease,  13  of  these  were  males  and  11  females.  This 
accounts  for  9.9  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  compared  with  an 
average  of  10.3  per  cent,  in  the  old  Lanchester  R.D.  for  the  last  5  years. 
The  mortality  from  this  disease  was  1.21  per  1,000  population.  The 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  1.58  in  1935. 


YEARS. 

Average 
Number  of 
Deaths  from 
ALL 
Causes 
per  year. 

Average 
Number  of 
Cancer  Deaths 
per  year. 

Average 

Percentage 

of 

Total  Deaths. 

1906  —  1910 

438 

13-2 

3  per  cent. 

*1911  — 1918 

477 

16*4 

3-5  „ 

1919—1923 

409 

24-8 

60  „ 

1924—1928 

413 

33-8 

8-1  „ 

1929—1933 

363 

36-8 

101  „ 

1933 

321 

27-0 

8-4  „ 

1934 

396 

36-0 

9-0  „ 

1935 

354 

43  0 

12*1 

1936 

349 

420 

12  0  „ 

1937 

241 

24-0 

9-9  „ 

*  1915 — 1917  not  included. 


14 

DEATHS  FROM  PRINCIPAL  EPIDEMIC 

DISEASES. 

The  seven  principal  infectious  diseases  were  responsible  for  15 
deaths  during  the  year. 

Measles  0 

Whooping  Cough  .  0 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under  2  years)  ...  3 

Diphtheria  . .  ...  12 

Scarlet  Fever  0 

Fever  (Enteric,  Typhus,  etc.)  .  0 

Smallpox  .  0 

15 

This  total  gives  a  Zymotic  death-rate  of  0.76  per  1,000  population 
compared  with  the  County  rate  of  0.45.  Four-fifths  of  this  high  rate 
was  caused  by  Diphtheria,  and  it  is  earnestly  hoped  that  parents 
and  others  responsible  for  young  children,  will  avail  themselves  of 
the  Council’s  scheme  for  immunization  against  this  disease. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

There  were  17  deaths  in  infants  under  one  year  of  age.  This 
gives  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  53.0  compared  with  the  record  low 
rate  for  the  County,  70.0.  This  rate  is  lower  than  the  low  rate  of  58 
for  England  and  Wales,  and  is  very  satisfactory. 

The  following  table  gives  the  births,  deaths  under  one  year  of 
age,  and  various  infant  mortality  rates  since  1921.  Although  with 
the  change  of  District  the  actual  numbers  of  births  and  deaths  will 
be  reduced,  the  rates  are  to  some  extent  comparable. 
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Year. 

Live 

Births. 

Deaths  of 
Infants 
under 
one  year. 

* 

Lanchester 

Rural 

District. 

England 

and 

Wales. 

Administra¬ 

tive 

County. 

1921 

929 

90 

66-7 

83 

109 

1922 

838 

75 

87T 

77 

99 

1923 

860 

73 

82-5 

69 

86 

1924 

907 

71 

78-2 

75 

97 

1925 

825 

77 

93-3 

75 

101 

1926 

799 

74 

92-6 

70 

84 

1927 

687 

70 

101-7 

69 

95 

1928 

713 

61 

85-5 

65 

80 

1929 

619 

75 

121-1 

74 

94 

1930 

641 

41 

54-6 

60 

74 

1931 

618 

54 

87-3 

66 

86 

1932 

603 

54 

89-3 

65 

82 

1933 

547 

34 

62-1 

64 

82 

1934 

583 

49 

84-0 

59 

78 

1935 

553 

26 

47-0 

57 

70 

1936 

506 

37 

73*1 

59 

70 

1937 

316 

17 

53-0 

58 

70 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY. 

«()  Medical  Officer  of  Health — (Temporary.) 

JOHN  G.  WALKER,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H., 
whole-time  officer  for  the  joint  areas  of  the  Lanchester  Rural 
and  Consett  Urban  District  Councils. 

(b)  Sanitary  Inspectors — 

G.  ROWE,  Cert.  S.I.B.  &  Meat  Inspectors  Cert. 

(Senior  Inspector). 

F.  E.  TERRY,  Cert.  S.I.B.  &  Meat  Inspectors  Cert. 

50%  of  the  above  officers’  salaries  are  payable  from  County  funds. 

Clerk  .  T.  CLARKE. 

A  general  description  of  the  arrangements  for  Home  Nursing, 
Hospital  and  Ambulance  Arrangements,  Laboratory  facilities,  and 
Legislation  in  force  appeared  in  the  iQ.31  Report,  and  as  there 
has  been  no  substantial  change  in  these,  it  is  not  repeated  this 
year. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

1.  (i)  WATER  SUPPLIES. 

There  has  been  no  extension  of  the  Durham  County  Water  Board 
mains  during  the  year  to  serve  any  part  of  the  area.  A  plentiful 
supply  has  been  maintained  throughout  the  district. 

Some  further  changes  in  water  supplies  to  houses  in  the  village 
of  Satley  have  been  effected  during  the  year.  Three  properties 
(Punch  Bowl  Inn  and  Nos.  1  and  3,  East  View)  have  had  a  main’s 
supply  installed,  while  two  premises  (North  Farm  and  Royal  Oak 
Inn)  have  discontinued  the  main’s  supply  in  preference  for  a  piped 
supply  from  the  Boiling  Well,  the  well  pipe  line  having  been  extended 
to  North  Farm  and  a  supply  given  to  the  Inn  in  return  for  an 
easement  for  the  pipe  line  across  the  rear  of  the  Inn  site.  This 
alteration  may  appear  retrograde,  but  the  result  of  the  Bacteriological 
Examination  of  a  sample  taken  in  January,  proved  the  Boiling  Well 
supply  to  be  quite  satisfactory,  so  no  action  could  be  taken  in  the 
matter. 

The  position  in  the  village  is,  that  21  houses  are  supplied  from 
D.C.W.B.  mains,  4  houses  have  a  piped  supply  from  the  Boiling  Well, 
and  3  houses  still  continue  to  carry  their  supply  from  the  well. 

Private  water  supplies  to  isolated  dwellings,  remote  from  public 
water  mains,  offer  many  serious  problems  not  always  easily  remedied. 
Instances  where  only  one  supply  is  available,  such  supply  being 
subject  to  fluctuation  even  failing  in  dry  weather  and  liable  to 
contamination  occur. 

Very  often  such  supplies  are  remote  from  the  dwellings  concerned 
and  the  position  will  not  admit  gravitation  of  the  supply  to  the 
premises,  thus  entailing  considerable  expense  for  mechanical  equip¬ 
ment  to  obtain  a  supply  on  the  premises.  It  is  only  reasonable  that 
where  possible  a  dwelling  should  have  a  suitable  piped  supply 
installed  other  than  having  to  carry  water  for  long  distances  for  every 
domestic  and  agricultural  need.  The  majority  of  these  properties  are 
connected  with  the  agricultural  pursuits  of  the  area,  being  part  of 
the  stock  rearing  and  dairying  business  for  which  an  adequate  water 
supply  is  an  essential. 

These  problems  are  necessarily  slow  to  be  solved  owing  to  these 
reasons,  but  some  progress  has  been  made  during  the  year  in  the 
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following  cases,  after  completion  of  observations,  sampling  and 
disposition  of  plant  and  storage. 

PRIVATE  SUPPLIES. 

At  Waskerley  Village,  owned  by  the  L.N.E.R.  Co.  new  service 
mains  and  house  connections  have  been  installed  for  35  houses  to 
replace  the  old  service  pipes  from  the  Company’s  private  reservoir, 
which  gave  rise  to  frequent  complaints. 

RAGPATHSIDE  FARM,  LANCHESTER. 

A  water  storage  room  has  been  provided  above  new  premises 
erected  on  the  rear  of  the  house,  in  a  scheme  of  re-construction  of  the 
property.  The  pumped  supply,  from  the  windmill  erected  last  year, 
will  now  be  stored  in  a  building  instead  of  outside  storage  tanks,  and 
a  piped  supply  installed  in  the  house  and  farm  premises. 

LOW  MEADOWS  FARM,  LANCHESTER. 

As  the  previous  well  supply  failed,  a  new  lined  well  was  sunk 
at  a  point  North  of  the  farm.  The  Bacteriological  Reports  were 
good  and  a  pumping  plant  was  installed,  and  the  supply  conveyed  to 
storage  tanks  at  the  premises  for  piped  distribution  to  the  house  and 
buildings.  This  supply  has  continued  to  prove  adequate. 

LINDISFARNE  FARM,  ROWLEY. 

The  supply  to  this  isolated  farm  was  good  but  remote,  the  spring 
outlet  finishing  on  a  bankside  below  the  level  of  the  farm.  The  supply 
has  been  protected,  and  a  pump  installed  to  force  a  supply  to  a 
storage  tank  at  the  farm.  This  improvement  is  a  decided  advantage 
as  much  labour  has  been  eliminated  from  the  dairy  business  carried 
on  by  the  tenant. 

HIGH  HERMITAGE  FARM,  SATLEY. 

The  Bacteriological  Report  on  the  sample  from  this  water  supply 
was  bad,  due  to  fsecal  contamination,  A  scheme  to  instal  a  windmill 
pump  was  consequently  deferred  until  a  proper  drainage  and  disposal 
scheme  has  been  provided  for  all  the  premises,  when  further  samples 
will  be  taken  to  ascertain  the  purity  of  the  supply  before  any 
permanent  equipment  is  erected. 
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(U)  SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE  DISPOSAL. 

LANGLEY  PARK  VILLAGE. 

The  new  12’  outfall  sewer  and  sewage  disposal  works  are 
completed  as  designed  to  deal  with  the  drainage  from  a  population 
of  5,400.  The  scheme  includes  automatic  electric  pumping  from  a 
storage  tank  on  the  west  side  of  the  village  so  that  all  the  sewage 
from  this  area  is  passed  through  the  tanks  and  filters  at  the  new 
works.  The  completed  cost  of  the  scheme  is  £10,335  Os.  4d. 

HEDLEYHOPE  COLLIERY. 

The  existing  sewage  works  at  this  village  have  been  re¬ 
constructed  to  deal  with  the  Water  Closets  fixed  at  the  20  Colliery 
houses.  The  outfall  sewer  was  re-laid  and  the  tanks  and  filters 
enlarged  at  an  approximate  cost  of  £217  10s.  9d. 

MEDLEY  HILL  VILLAGE. 

A  small  sewage  disposal  works  with  a  6”  outfall  sewer  has  been 
built  to  deal  with  the  sewage  from  these  11  houses  and  11  water 
closets  at  a  cost  of  £192  18s.  Id. 

EAST  HEDLEYHOPE. 

The  treatment  of  the  sewage  from  this  village  by  irrigation  over 
the  ballast  heaps  is  to  be  replaced  by  proper  sewage  tanks  and 
bacterial  filters.  The  extension  of  the  outfall  sewer  etc.,  has  now 
been  commenced  as  part  of  the  total  scheme  estimated  to  cost 
£753  6s.  9d. 

PEARTREE  VILLAGE. 

The  existing  sewage  works  of  this  village  have  been  abandoned 
for  a  complete  new  scheme  with  a  6”  outfall  sewer  100  yards  distant 
from  the  village.  All  24  houses  will  be  converted  to  the  water  carriage 
system  when  the  new  works  costing  £388  18s.  lid.  are  completed. 
HOLLINSIDE  TERRACE. 

A  sewage  treatment  works  is  being  constructed  to  deal  with  the 
drainage  and  present  water  closets  from  these  18  houses  at  a  cost 
of  £227  11s.  5d. 

CORNSAY  VILLAGE. 

Two  separate  land  treatment  outfalls  at  Cornsay  Village  are 
being  linked  together  by  a  new  sewer  along  the  East  to  a  common 
outfall  at  the  South  end  of  the  village  where  modern  disposal  works 
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are  being  constructed  at  a  cost  of  £799  18s.  lOd.  Privy  conversions 
will  be  carried  out  in  conjunction  with  the  new  works. 

W.C.  CONVERSIONS. 

136  privies  and  ash  closets  are  being  converted  to  Water  Closets 
in  conjunction  with  the  sewage  disposal  schemes  in  the  following 
villages. 


Hedleyhope  Colliery 
Hedley  Hill  Village 
East  Hedleyhope 
Peartree 
Hollinside 
Cornsay 


20 

11 

46 

24 

18 

17 


All  the  above  schemes  are  being  carried  out  by  direct  labour 
with  the  assistantee  of  a  75%  grant  from  the  Commissioner  for 
special  areas. 

These  6  schemes  of  sewage  works  and  privy  conversions  will 
effect  immense  improvement  in  the  villages  concerned  which  formerly 
had  unsuitable  arrangements  for  sewage  disposal  which  prevented 
the  installation  of  the  water  carriage  system  of  sanitation. 

HOUSE  DRAINAGE. 

At  Satley  3  houses  had  new  drainage  installed  and  connected  to 
the  Council  sewer,  following  Statutory  Notices.  Dene  House  had  a 
short  drain  discharging  into  a  ditch,  while  at  1  and  2,  Marquis  Houses, 
investigation  of  the  trouble  showed  that  the  existing  drain  was  an 
irregular  collection  of  sanitary  and  field  drain  pipes  connected  to  a 
S.W.  drain  catchpit.  In  the  latter  case  it  was  necessary  to  obtain  an 
easement  across  the  adjacent  field  for  the  new  drain  to  the  sewer. 
The  work  at  Dene  House  was  accomplished  by  the  new  Owner,  the 
house  having  been  previously  unoccupied. 

133  other  cases  respecting  house  drainage  were  investigated,  such 
cases  relating  to  W.C.  conversions  (including  preparation  for  same) 
insufficiency,  breakage,  chokage  and  means  of  disposal.  Of  the  total, 
106  cases  had  been  satisfactorily  corrected  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

2.  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

No  cases  of  pollution  have  been  dealt  with  locally,  the 
supervision  and  observation  of  works  effluents  into  water  courses  has 
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been  carried  out  by  the  County  Inspector.  In  his  September  report 
he  refers  to  the  pollution  from  Langley  Park  Bye-Product  Works,  but 
this  had  evidently  ceased  during  the  following  quarter. 

All  the  schemes  for  new  sewage  works  will  eliminate  the  fouling 
of  water  courses  or  streams  through  insufficient  treatment  of  sewage. 

3  (0  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  conversion  of  20  ash  closets  at  Hedleyhope  Colliery  and  11 
ash  closets  at  Hedley  Hill  Village  was  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year. 
In  addition,  7  individual  conversions  were  carried  out,  and  in  3  cases 
additional  water  closets  were  provided  to  houses.  The  total 
conversions  for  the  year  is  38,  i.e.  33  ash  closets  and  5  privy  ashpits. 

The  revised  total  of  Sanitary  Accommodation  for  the  area  is  as 
follows: — 


Number 

of 

Water  Closets 

...  2914 

5? 

Slop  Closets 

1 

?? 

Ash  Closets 

860 

?? 

>> 

Pail  Closets 

15 

?? 

Privy  Ashpits 

377 

>5 

Privies 

93 

>5 

Chemical  Closets  ... 

2 

While  it  ould  appear  that  the  figure  for  the  reduced  area  shows  a 
larger  number  of  houses  having  the  conservancy  system,  it  should  be 
recalled  that  much  of  the  transferred  property  had  been  converted  to 
the  water  carriage  system.  The  condition  of  the  re-housing 
programme  will  considerably  reduce  the  total  of  such  unsatisfactory 
sanitary  accommodation,  as  the  majority  of  these  conveniences  are 
concerned  with  property  in  the  clearance  programmes.  Approximately 
500  such  conveniences,  will  be  abolished  in  that  way. 

3.  (U)  PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

This  work  is  carried  out  by  15  Contractors  for  the  20  Districts 
into  which  the  “  reduced  area  ”  is  divided.  In  the  Muggleswick 
Parish  49  occupiers  of  scattered  and  isolated  houses  do  their  own 
scavenging  as  it  is  impracticable  to  get  anyone  in  that  area  to 
undertake  this  work  for  such  a  few  houses. 

During  the  year  the  Contractor  for  No.  6  district  was  relieved  of 
his  Contract  for  neglect,  the  district  being  undertaken  by  the 


Contractor  for  Healeyfield  for  the  remaining  3  months  of  the  Contract 
period.  Generally  the  work  was  satisfactory,  practically  all 
complaints  being  of  a  minor  nature,  there  being  a  complete  absence 
of  serious  inconvenience  such  as  existed  years  ago  when  the  cause 
very  often  lay  in  the  “  price  cutting  ”  of  some  tenders  to  fine  limits 
which  did  not  allow  for  any  contingencies. 

Three  Contractors  were  fined  during  the  year  for  failure  to 
return  time-sheets  for  a  period  of  3  weeks.  There  were  4,025  houses 
concerned  in  the  Scavenging  Contracts,  which  were  cleansed  at  an 
averaged  cost  of  9/li  per  house  per  annum.  The  practice  of 
substituting  ash-bins  for  ash  pits  was  made  in  68  cases  during  the 
year,  as  follows: — 

Langley  Park:  Garden  Avenue — 36  houses. 

Burnhope:  The  Gables — 14  houses. 

Whitehouse  Avenue — 9  houses. 

South  View — 9  houses. 

(Hi)  SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

With  the  completion  of  the  Overcrowding  survey  last  year  and  the 
fact  that  the  immediate  clearance  programmes  were  awaiting  re¬ 
housing  development,  more  time  has  been  available  to  devote  to 
inspections  on  routine  matters.  A  considerable  amount  of  them  maj^ 
appear  trifling  and  not  warrant  extensive  reports,  but  nevertheless 
demand  considerable  time  in  order  that  their  sum  total  reflects  in  the 
general  well  being  of  the  area. 

The  alteration  of  the  boundaries  of  your  area  has  removed  several 
villages  which  although  large  and  densely  populated,  entailed  less 
time  and  travel  for  considerably  more  routine  inspection  than  in  the 
case  of  the  area  remaining.  In  the  present  area  as  much  or  more 
time  is  required  to  deal  with  similar  inspections  for  a  comparatively 
less  result. 

Thus  the  ratio  of  time  involved  to  the  net  result  gained  will  not 
compare  as  favourably  with  the  reduced  district  as  was  the  case 
formerly. 

The  following  tables  summarise  the  work  done  in  these  various 
matters. 
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Summary  of  Work  done  in  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Department  during:  the  year  1937. 


No.  of 

NOr^of 

No-  of 

Informal 

Formal 

written 

Notices 

JN  uisances 
abated 
after 
Notice. 

/.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 

Notices 

by 

Inspector. 

by  order 
of 

Authority. 

Dwelling-houses  )  Foul  Conditions 

9 

8 

and  V  Structural  Defects  ... 

809 

404 

Schools  1  Overcrowding 

2 

2 

Lodging-houses 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

35 

26 

Cowsheds 

Bakehouses 

147 

99 

Slaughter  Houses 

2 

2 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

43 

9 

Deposits  of  Refuse 

37 

37 

Water  Closets  .. 

28 

25 

Defective  Yard  Paving 

H  ^  .  Defective  Traps 

'  >  No  disconnection  from  Sewers 

°  ;  Other  Faults 

21 

17 

133 

3* 

106 

Water  Supply  ... 

Pigsties 

55 

50 

Animals  improperly  kept 

6 

6 

Offensive  Trades 

1 

1 

Smoke  Nuisances 

3 

2 

Other  Nuisances 

218 

218 

Totals 

1549 

3 

1012 

*  Notice  to  provide  drains  to  houses — sewer  made  available. 
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Number. 

Remarks. 

II.  WATER,  FOOD  &  DRUGS. 

Taken  from  private  supplies 
prior  to  and  after  structura 

Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis 

4 

improvements  to  water  sup¬ 
plies. 

,,  condemned  as  unfit  for  use 

— 

Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Food 

*191 

*191  cases  of  voluntary 
surrender. 

Convictions  for  exposing  or  selling  ... 

Unwholesome  Food 

Samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  taken  for 

Analysis 

Samples  found  Adulterated 

— 

III.  PRECAUTIONS  AGAINST 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Lots  of  Infectious  Bedding  stoved  or 

destroyed 

— 

Houses  disinfected  after  Infectious 

Disease 

175 

Schools  do  do. 

1 

Prosecutions  for  exposures  of  infected 

persons  or  things 

*1 

*0onviction  of  person 

Convictions  for  do.  do. 

giving  toys  in  ex¬ 
change  for  rags. 

IV.  GENERAL. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected 

During  year 

*40 

^Including  1  additional 

Number  of  such  Houses  occupied 

house  by  alteration. 

during  year 

40 

Ashpit-privies  converted  into  Ash- 

closets 

— 

Ashpit  privies  do.  Water-closets 

5 

Ash-closets  do.  do. 

2 

*3 

*3  additional  w.c.’s. 

Total  No.  of  AVater-closets  in  District 

2883 

Do.  Slop-closets  do. 

1 

Do.  Ash-closets  do. 

891 

Do.  Pail-closets  do. 

15 

Do.  Ashpit-privies  do. 

377 

Do.  Privies  do. 

93 

Do.  Chemical  closets  do. 

2 

SliMMVRY  OF  VISITS  1937. 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  the  Year  1937,  on  the 

1.  Inspection  of  Factories  Workshops  and 

Workplaces. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

W  ritten 
Notices. 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted. 

Factories  ... 

5 

nil 

nil 

Workshops 

9 

nil 

nil 

Workplaces 

-* 

l 

nil 

nil 

Total 

15 

. 

nil 

nil 

2.  Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and 

Workplaces. 


Particulars. 

Number  of  Defects. 

Prosecutions. 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred  to 
H.M. 

1  nspector. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 
Want  of  Cleanliness 

Want  of  ventilation 

Overcrowding 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

Other  nuisances 

^  ^  flnsufficient 

am  ary  1  Unsuitable  or  defective 

Accommodation  ,  ,  ~ 

[not  separate  tor  sexes. 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Total  .  . 

nil 

nil 

nil 

it  il 
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FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS  IN  THE  AREA. 


Registered 

Trade. 

Factory.  Workshop. 

Blacksmiths 

1 

5 

Boot  Repairers 

1 

3 

Bake-houses 

2 

Food  Preparation  Stores 

3 

Joiners 

2 

5 

Lead  Mills 

1 

-  — 

Millinery  ...  • 

1 

Motor  Repairers 

1 

8 

Painters 

2 

Printers 

1 

Pipe  and  Brick  Works  ... 

1 

Sculptors 

1 

Tailors 

2 

Saw  Mills 

2 

Totals 

12 

30 

(iv)  SHOPS  ACT,  1934. 

No  action  has  been  taken  during  the 

year 

regarding  ventilation, 

temperature  or  sanitary  accommodation 

of  premises  coming  within 

the  scope  of  this  Act. 

(v)  SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

One  complaint  arose  during  the  year  in  connection  with  the  lead 
smelting  mills  at  Castleside.  The  origin  of  the  complaint  being  the 
removal  of  insulating  material  from  scrap  cables  by  burning  in  the 
open  air  at  irregular  intervals. 

This  procedure  gave  rise  to  acrid  fumes  and  smoke  together  with 
particles  of  the  burnt  materials  reaching  houses  when  the  wind  was 
from  a  westerly  direction.  The  co-operation  of  the  manager  was 
sought,  and  if  was  suggested  that  an  open  fronted  hearth  with  a  hood 
connected  to  the  mill  chimney  stack  be  constructed  if  this  burning 
method  was  to  be  continued.  Owing  to  the  very  small  and  inconstant 
supply  of  this  material  available,  the  expense  was  not  worth  while. 
An  undertaking  was  given  that  whenever  such  material  was  burnt  it 
would  be  when  the  wind  was  from  the  East,  across  the  moors  and 
away  from  thehouses. 


2; 


There  has  been  no  further  complaint  about  this  matter. 

(vi)  SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS. 

No  public  or  private  swimming  baths  or  pools  are  in  the  area. 

(vii)  ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

(1) .  5  cases  of  bug  infestation  were  found  or  reported  during  the 

year,  3  cases  in  private  houses  and  2  in  Council  property.  The 
occurrence  in  Council  property  was  discovered  during  inspection  for 
tenancy  changes  under  the  procedure  adopted  by  you  in  October  1936, 
whereby  the  Inspector  certifies  the  condition  of  the  house  and  effects 
of  outgoing  and  incoming  tenants.  The  3  cases  of  private  houses  were 
reported  following  tenancy  changes. 

(2) .  Fortunately,  the  infestation  in  the  Council  houses  was  very 
slight  and  was  easily  eradicated,  as  was  one  case  in  the  private  houses 
concerned. 

The  remaining  2  private  dwellings,  however,  were  grossly 
infested  and  much  work  was  involved  in  clearing  the  vermin. 

As  previously  reported  all  skirtings,  back-moulds,  bratticing, 
shelving,  wallpaper,  etc.,  was  stripped  out,  while  a  pressure  pump 
containing  a  proprietary  vermicide  was  kept  in  readiness  to  kill  any 
vermin  revealed.  Every  interstice  was  then  properly  sprayed  and  in 
one  case  this  entailed  all  the  ground  floor,  front  floor,  and  the  attic 
space.  The  house  was  then  sealed  up  and  an  approved  proprietary 
fumingant  suitable  for  the  purpose  was  placed  in  each  room,  the 
house  being  left  for  24  hours. 

In  each  case  the  subsequent  inspection  proved  the  method  to  be 
satisfactory. 

Where  the  private  owner  was  concerned  a  charge  was  made  for 
all  material  used,  as  it  is  generally  found  that  if  left  to  the  occupier 
the  method  used  is  more  wasteful  than  successful. 

(3) .  No  case  has  yet  arisen  when  a  proposed  Council  tenant’s 
belongings  have  been  known  to  be  infected  with  vermin,  although 
there  are  definite  cases  in  existing  clearance  property  which  will  have 
to  be  dealt  with  prior  to  removal  to  new  property.  The  manner 
which  it  is  proposed  to  deal  with  infested  belongings  has  not  been 
decided.  It  is  anticipated  that  soft  goods  and  upholstery  will  present 
the  biggest  problem  and  recourse  may  be  made  to  the  steam  dis¬ 
infector,  for  the  treatment  of  as  many  of  these  articles  as  can  be 
arranged. 
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(4).  Past  experience  proves  that  while  some  cases  arise  unwittingly 
there  are  tenants  of  the  careless  and  indifferent  type  who  make  no 
effort  to  rid  their  goods  or  house  of  vermin  and  are  most  casual  in 
transferring  the  infestation.  Generally,  such  families  are  first 
identified  during  a  tenancy  change  when  two  houses  then  instead  of 
one  present  themselves  for  treatment. 

The  regular  routine  inspection  of  the  houses  is  the  quickest  way 
to  eradicate  these  unsavoury  conditions,  but  unfortunately  sufficient 
time  is  not  aways  available  for  this  purpose  owing  to  the  pressure  of 
other  matters. 

SCHOOLS. 

There  are  19  schools  in  the  present  area,  12  being  ordinary  day 
schools,  4  C.E.  Schools,  and  3  R.C.  Schools.  During  the  year  new 
Senior  Schools  for  children  were  opened  at  Burnhope  and  Lanchester, 
whilst  the  reconstruction  and  modernisation  of  the  R.C.  school  at  Esh 
was  completed.  All  schools  have  an  adequate  water  supply,  supplied 
by  the  D.C.W.B.  mains  in  18  cases,  whilst  the  supply  to  Waskerley 
school  is  from  the  L.N.E.R.  Co.  private  reservoir.  4  schools,  Esh  C.E., 
Hediey  Hill,  East  Hedleyhope  and  Waskerley  have  conservancy 
system  of  sanitary  conveniences,  the  remaining  schools  having  water 
carriage  provision.  During  March  the  infant  school,  Craghead,  was 
disinfected  and  fumigated  at  the  request  of  the  Education  Authority 
following  an  outbreak  of  Diphtheria.  No  schools  were  closed  during 
the  year  by  any  reason  of  outbreaks  of  Infectious  Disease. 

RE-HOUSING  SCHEMES. 

A  commencement  was  made  with  the  housing  scheme  at  Langley 
Park  for  68  houses  to  re-house  some  of  the  families  from  Clearance 
Areas  and  Individual  Unfit  houses  at  Quebec,  Hamsteels,  Esh  Village 
and  Hill  Top  respectively.  Of  this  scheme,  34  houses  were  completed 
and  occupied  by  the  end  of  the  year,  while  the  completion  of  the 
remaining  34  was  expected  in  the  Spring  of  1938. 

The  controversy  respecting  the  disposition  of  the  persons  from 
these  scheduled  properties  to  the  Langley  Park,  Esh,  Hamsteels  and 
Lanchester  sites  has  delayed  the  completion  of  these  schemes,  and  at 
the  end  of  the  year  a  final  decision  had  not  been  arrived  at  as  to  the 
number  of  houses  to  be  erected  upon  the  respective  sites.  This 
controversy  has  necessitated  a  considerable  amount  of  work  in  re- 
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checking  populations  and  their  place  of  employment  in  order  to 
provide  the  requisite  houses  as  far  as  possible  convenient  to  the  place 
of  employment.  It  is  to  be  expected,  however,  that  1938  will  see  the 
question  of  this  housing  agreed  upon. 

At  Castleside  30  houses  have  been  commenced  for  20  families 
from  scheduled  houses  and  8  overcrowded  families.  The  early  part  of 
1938  will  see  this  scheme  completed. 

It  was  pleasing  to  note  among  re-housed  families,  the  appreciation 
expressed  by  tenants  of  their  new  homes  and  surroundings.  This 
may  not  be  so  unexpected  when  instances  are  recalled  of  some  of  the 
older  people  who  had  lived  20  to  40  years  in  the  scheduled  areas  in 
houses  which  had  a  very  minimum  of  convenience  and  amenity.  The 
only  mild  regret  put  forward,  was  naturally  and  understandably,  a 
sentimental  one. 

There  is  always  a  small  number  of  cases  to  whom  new  houses 
and  surroundings  are  taken  for  granted  with  very  little  sign  of 
appreciation  to  those  responsible  for  their  welfare,  and  very  often 
these  people  are  the  careless,  indifferent  type  of  tenants  in  whom  an 
intelligent  interest  in  their  home  is  permanently  absent.  Such 
tenants  are  a  constant  sore  to  everyone  connected  with  a  local 
authority  and  often  the  despair  of  a  Health  Department.  The  saving 
grace  in  these  cases,  however,  can  only  be  the  fulfilment  of  a  hope, 
that  in  improved  housing  conditions  the  children  may  gain  better 
ideas  of  decent  housing  and  home-life  and  become  worthier  citizens 
than  their  parents  have  so  far  proved  to  be. 

UNFIT  PROPERTY. 

There  still  remains  in  the  reduced  area,  a  considerable  number 
of  unfit  properties  which  require  to  be  dealt  with  as  Clearance  Areas 
or  Unfit  Houses,  although  not  included  in  the  original  programme, 
and  it  is  probably  being  optimistic  to  hope  that  the  next  five  years 
will  see  these  unsatisfactory  housing  conditions  removed,  having 
regard  to  the  reduced  resources  of  the  area  with  such  large  impending 
committments. 

The  largest  scheme  is  in  Cornsay  Colliery,  comprising  260  houses, 
and  its  final  completion  will  replace  a  major  worry  with  a  com¬ 
mensurate  relief.  In  addition  to  this  there  are  houses  at  Hedleyhope, 
Cornsay  Village,  and  Cowsley,  Satley,  Lanchester,  Malton,  Greeneroft, 
Rurnhope,  Holmside,  Castleside  and  Rowley,  Langley  Park  and  Esh 
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and  in  addition,  all  the  back-to-back  houses  in  the  area  which  total  a 
considerable  number.  These  schemes  all  involve  considerable  time 
for  inspection  and  negotiation  prior  to  the  formalties  and  work  of 
re-housing  and  while  at  times  the  delay  may  appear  to  be  irksome, 
grouping  into  convenient  areas  for  re-housing  purposes  is  imperative 
and  determined  by  the  time  required  for  the  new  houses  to  be 
provided. 

Some  satisfaction,  however,  is  obtained  from  a  review  of  the 
Unfit  property  which  has  been  dealt  with  since  the  inception  of  the 
1930  Housing  Act  as  shown  in  the  schedule.  The  major  points,  it  will 
be  seen,  are  that  386  houses  have  been  dealt  with,  278  in  Clearance 
Areas,  98  Individual  Unfit  Houses,  and  10  Back-to-Back  or  Parts  of 
Houses,  the  houses  involving  1,764  Persons.  Of  this  total  number  of 
houses,  55  families  found  alternative  accommodation,  and  5  houses 
were  vacant.  173  houses  have  been  vacated  and  126  demolished, 
leaving  213  houses  to  be  vacated  and  237  to  be  demolished.  It  will 
be  agreed  that  such  a  record  is  not  unworthy  of  any  district. 

One  dwelling,  Malabar  House,  Esh,  was  made  fit  during  the  year 
and  the  undertaking  cancelled. 


Esh 


Healevfield 


Hedleyhope 


Lan  Chester 


Esh  Hill  Top 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

Esh  Village 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


Quebec 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Hanisteels 


Langley  Park 

do 


Castleside 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 


E.  Hedleyhope 
do 
do 


Burn  hope 
do 
do 
do 
do 


Pear  Tree 
Holin  side 
do 
do 


Village 

do 

do 


SUMMARY  OF  POSITION  OF  CLEARANCE  SCHEMES  &  INDIVIDUAL  UNFIT  HOUSES 


Address. 


No. 


In  Programme  as  :- 
houses'  Cl.  Ind’al  B-B  or 


1  Area. 


Rose  Cottage 
Malabar  House 
13,  '4.  Hill  Top 
6.  Hill  Top 
19,  Hill  Top 

1,  4,  7,  10,  11,  12,  22,  23,  24,  25,  Hill  Top 

I,  2,  East  End 

li,  Broom  Cottages 

II,  Hall  Road 
The  Villa 

S*,  Front  Street 
1  i  &  2£,  North  View 
5,  6,  7,  S,  Rutter  Square 
-j,  Goligbtly  Square 
1  7,  The  Square 


1-22,  Dyke  Street 
1-21,  Clifford  Street 
1-22,  Brockwell  Street 
1-21,  Busty  Street 
1-20,  Taylor  Street 
1-10,  Oliver  Street 
1-19,  New  Single  Street 
1-19,  Chapel  Street 
1-19,  Church  Street 
19-2S,  South  Street 


Underside  Farm 
High  Finings 


Mill  Bottom  Cottage 
5,  Davison  Square 
1-7,  Craggs  Buildings 
1-7,  Muse  Terrace 
1-5,  Young’s  Row 
3,  Davison  Square 


1-28,  Reading  Room  Row 
1-18,  School  Row 
1-5,  office  Row 


1-14,  Eastwood  Row 
1-40,  Westwood  Row 

6,  8,  10,  12,  14,  16,  18,  20,  Whiteliouse  Avenue 

Engine  Cottage 

9,  10,  11,  12,  The  Avenue 


Peartree  Cottage 
1,  2,  Dene  Cottages 
Woodland  Cottage 
1,  2,  3,  Taylor’s  Buildings 


1,  Victoria  Terrace 
4-5,  The  Mill 
1-5,  Blue  Bell  Yard 
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HOUSING  INSPECTION. 

It  will  be  readily  seen  from  the  resume  of  the  housing  position, 
that  the  Inspectors  could  be  fully  employed  on  housing  inspection 
alone,  but  all  routine  inspection  work  is  of  the  utmost  importance  and 
involves  a  great  amount  of  time  so  that  housing  must  actually  take 
its  place  along  with  other  matters. 

With  the  advent  of  building  at  Burnhope  and  Langley  Park  it 
was  deemed  advisable  to  put  forward  certain  houses  in  the  vicinity 
for  inclusion  in  the  scheme.  A  survey  was  made  of  3  houses  at 
Langley  Park  and  25  for  the  Burnhope  Scheme,  comprised  of  10  at 
Holmside,  12  at  Burnhope  (including  a  one-roomed  holding)  and  one 
at  Maiden  Law. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  773  routine  inspections  of  houses  were 
made  in  respect  of  534  houses.  This  work  related  to  minor  matters 
of  repair,  problems  of  re-construction,  or  collection  of  data  in  relation 
to  unfit  properties  whereby  considered  opinions  can  be  determined. 

DEMOLITION  ORDERS,  UNDERTAKINGS  AND  DEMOLITION. 

3  Demolition  Orders  were  made  during  the  year  in  respect  of 
No.  1,  Tayor’s  Buildings  and  1  and  2,  Dene  Cottages,  Holmside,  while 
undertakings  for  closure  were  accepted  for  9  houses  as  the  Owners 
desired  to  retain  the  premises  (generally  for  agricultural  buildings). 

The  nine  houses  were: — 

Nos.  2  and  3,  Taylor’s  Buildings,  Holmside. 

9-12,  The  Avenue,  Burnhope. 

High  Finings,  Langley  Park. 

Underside  Farm,  Langley  Park. 

At  Hill  Top,  Nos.  4,  7,  and  25,  were  demolished  as  the  tenants 
were  re-housed.  It  has  not  been  permissive,  however,  to  carry  out 
all  demolition  of  vacated  houses  as  in  most  cases  the  vacated  house 
is  integral  with  adjoining  houses  not  yet  vacated.  This  applies  to 
Quebec  also,  where  the  property  is  in  streets  and  vacancies  occur 
intermittently. 

RE-CONSTRUCTION  AND  REPAIR  OF  HOUSES. 

A  considerable  amount  of  re-construction  work  distinct  from 
minor  repair,  was  completed  during  the  year  to  36  houses.  The  houses 
concerned  and  works  completed  were  as  follows: — 
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MALABAR  HOUSE,  ESH. 

The  Owner  of  this  house,  which  was  closed  by  a  written 

undertaking  decided  to  re-construct  it  to  our  satisfaction,  and  his 

plans  were  accepted  for  work  involving  reconstruction  including 

complete  new  drainage  with  connection  to  sewer  200  yards  distant. 
Additional  land  was  bought  and  enclosed  to  surround  the  house  on 
three  sides  by  a  garden.  The  work  cost  approximately  £300  and  the 
undertaking  was  determined  upon  application. 

NOS.  1—8,  MARLEY  S  HOUSES,  QUEBEC. 

These  8  houses  were  completed  during  the  year  and  the  following 
work  was  carried  out: — Three  houses  re-roofed  and  roof  timbering 
renewed,  the  remaining  5  houses  had  the  roofs  overhauled.  Section 
of  the  front  wall  of  3  houses  and  the  peak  of  the  gable  of  one  house 
were  re-built.  All  external  walls  were  pointed,  windows,  doors,  E.S. 
and  D.S.  overhauled.  Quarl  floors  in  4  living  rooms  were  replaced  by 
concrete,  while  dormer  windows  were  provided  to  the  rear  bedrooms 
of  3  houses.  Separate  foodstores,  w.c.  and  coal  store  were  provided 
for  each  house.  All  had  scullery  sinks  installed.  Drainage  was 
renewed  accordingly,  with  a  gully  for  each  house  and  requisite  paving 
provided  to  the  rear  of  the  premises.  Derelict  buildings  were 
demolished  and  a  new  approach  road  made  from  the  highway  to  the 
rear  of  the  property. 

2,  HILL  TOP,  ESH. 

As  the  Ushaw  College  Authorities  desired  to  retain  this  cottage 
for  an  employee,  a  scheme  was  agreed  for  its  modernisation.  The 
schedule  for  this  house  included,  roof  E.S.  and  D.S.,  overhauled, 
repair  to  walls,  new  cement  floors  in  twro  rooms  and  sub-floor 
ventilation  for  the  remaining  2  rooms.  Provision  of  a  bathroom  and 
a  w.c.  by  conversion  of  a  box-room,  and  a  new  range  in  the  living 
room.  A  rear  offshoot  was  altered  to  provide  a  scullery  with  sink, 
wash-boiler,  food-store  and  coal-store.  All  doors  and  windows,  ceils 
and  wall  plaster  was  repaired.  A  drainage  system  with  septic  tank 
and  filter  was  instituted  and  paved  approaches  provided  around  the 
cottage. 
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LIZARDS  FARM  COTTAGE. 

This  building  was  regarded  as  more  or  less  derelict  but  a  need 
arose  for  a  cottage,  so  the  Owner  agreed  to  a  scheme  comprised  as 
follows: — Two  additional  rooms  and  scullery,  bathroom,  food-store, 
w.c.  and  coal-store  were  built  on  to  the  existing  structure,  a  complete 
new  roof  being  provided.  Drainage  was  installed  and  connected  to  a 
septic  tank  and  filter.  The  private  water  supply  was  installed  in  the 
house,  and  an  area  was  enclosed  to  provide  a  yard.  The  older 
portion  had  new  floors,  ceils,  windows,  doors  and  fireplaces  provided. 
All  the  external  walls  were  “  pebble  dashed  ”  to  complete  a  very 
useful  cottage. 

TRAVELLERS  REST,  SATLEY. 

Roofs,  walls,  doors  and  windows  were  overhauled  and  surrounding 
earthworks  removed  and  replaced  by  concrete  approaches.  Proper 
food-stores,  scullery  and  sink  were  provided.  Outside,  a  new  coal- 
storage  was  made  and  the  sanitary  accommodation  overhauled. 
Internal  plasterwork,  ceils,  fireplaces,  etc.  were  repaired. 

LAMB’S  CROSS  COTTAGE,  SATLEY. 

Roof  was  renewed  to  house  and  scullery.  Walls  were  repaired 
and  surrounding  ground  removed  and  replaced  by  concrete 
approaches.  Doors  and  windows  were  renewed  or  repaired  accord¬ 
ingly,  while  ceils,  floors  and  wall  plaster  were  made  good.  A  suitable 
food-store,  scullery  and  sink  were  provided  for,  and  also  a  coal-store. 
New  joint  drainage  was  provided  to  these  2  houses  for  domestic,  roof 
and  surface  water,  a  septic  tank  being  provided  to  deal  with  this. 

GREENFIELD  COTTAGES. 

Substantial  repairs  were  carried  out  to  these  2  houses  and 
included  roof,  E.S.  and  D.S.  overhaul,  walls  pointed,  removal  of  dilapi¬ 
dated  buildings  adjoining  the  property  and  also  surrounding  earth¬ 
work.  Proper  paved  approaches  were  made  to  convey  roof  water  to 
adjoining  land.  Drainage  was  extended  to  provide  a  domestic  gully 
for  each  house.  Proper  sanitary  accommodation  replaced  old  broken 
privy  ashpits.  Internally,  quart  floors  were  replaced  by  concrete, 
walls  re-plastered,  fireplaces  made  good,  windows  and  doors  made 
weatherproof,  suitable  foodstores  and  coal-houses  made.  The  total 
was  a  marked  improvement  to  these  isolated  cottages. 
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FOSTER'S  HOUSES,  BIGGEN. 

The  pan-tile  roofs  of  these  4  houses  were  replaced  by  new  slate 
roofs,  and  E.S.  and  D.S.  renewed  or  repaired.  They  were  converted 
from  single  entry  houses  into  through  houses  by  the  provision  of  new 
front  entrances.  All  the  outoffices  were  repaired,  including  yard 
surfaces. 

CHURCH  STREET,  LANGLEY  PARK. 

The  rear  cul-de-sac  approach  to  these  17  houses  was  between  the 
houses  and  outoffices,  and  access  was  by  an  entry  at  “  one  end  ”  only, 
and  impossible  to  vehicular  traffic,  while  a  proper  street  bounding  the 
outoffices  on  the  outside  was  not  accessible  to  each  individual  house 
by  reason  of  the  outoffices.  A  scheme  was  agreed  with  the  Owners 
whereby,  as  the  Privy  ashpits  had  been  converted  to  W.Cs.  and  the 
ashpits  were  absolete,  openings  were  formed  to  the  outer  roadway 
between  each  group  of  outoffices,  by  the  demolition  of  the  ashpits. 
The  inside  approach  road  was  then  divided  up  for  private  yard  areas, 
separated  by  rail  fences  with  entrance  gates  fixed  in  the  openings 
formed  from  ashpits.  Yard  surfaces  were  made  up  partially  in 
concrete  and  tar-macadam,  while  the  house  drainage  was  renewed  to 
provide  a  gully  for  each  house  in  lieu  of  a  common  channel  with 
intermittent  gullies. 

In  the  case  of  35  other  houses,  repairs  of  a  more  minor  character 
were  completed  following  informal  letters  to  Owners. 

Thus  71  houses  were  dealt  with  during  the  year  under  this  branch 
of  housing  work. 

OVERCROWDING. 

The  reduced  area  has  retained  slightly  less  than  half  of  the  total 
of  780  overcrowded  families  revealed  by  the  completion  of  the  survey 
in  1936.  The  actual  number  is  369,  involving  2,147  persons,  as  shown 
in  the  appropriate  table,  which  also  shows  the  parochial  location  of 
the  cases  and  their  coincidence  with  unfit  property. 

Of  the  total  cases,  103  occur  in  scheduled  property,  but  6  cases 
were  abated  by  re-housing  from  Quebec  area  to  Langley  Park  new 
houses  during  the  year.  It  will  be  seen  that  60  cases  were  abated  by 
changes  of  tenancy,  and  2  by  a  reduction  in  the  personnel  of  the 
families  concerned.  A  total  of  68  cases  were  thus  abated,  leaving  301 
outstanding  cases  of  which  97  are  concerned  in  unfit  properties.  The 
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completion  of  Langley  Park  and  Castleside  housing  schemes  will 
account  for  a  few  of  these  95  cases.  It  will  be  noticed  that  no  new 
cases  are  revealed  during  the  year  and  this  may  be  due  to  inability 
to  keep  check  on  all  tenancy  changes  and  also  the  failure  of  some 
landlords  and  tenants  to  fully  understand  and  take  the  provisions  of 
the  new  Act  seriously. 

During  the  year  certain  property  Owners  did  undertake  re¬ 
arrangement  of  tenancies  as  shown  by  the  60  cases  abated,  and  this 
attitude,  wholly  at  the  discretion  of  the  landlord  concerned,  if  carried 
out  generally  could  do  much  to  reduce  the  outstanding  total,  and 
incidentally  greatly  reduce  the  CounciLs  liability  for  re-housing. 

The  Council  programme  for  dealing  with  the  overcrowding  must 
of  necessity  give  preference  to  unfit  houses,  and  as  these  schemes  are 
dealt  with  in  various  villages,  the  principle  of  including  overcrowding 
as  far  as  possible  in  the  same  scheme  will  simultaneously  eradicate 
two  bad  features  of  housing.  In  pursuance  of  this  policy  the  re-check 
of  overcrowded  cases  is  made  in  that  particular  area  as  the  occasion 
demands  and  schemes  decided  upon.  Regarding  the  standard  fixed 
by  the  Act  for  existing  houses,  whereby  the  inclusion  of  the  living 
room  is  counted  as  available  for  sleeping  accommodation,  many  cases 
are  found  of  most  unsatisfactory  arrangements  where  the  actual 
bedroom  accommodation  is  sorely  taxed.  These  cases  occur  in  many 
houses  not  in  the  unfit  category,  where  the  amenities  are  restricted 
and  the  living  room  becomes  bathroom,  scullery  and  wash-house. 
Being  generally  of  small  size  the  requisite  minimum  furnishing  leave 
no  room  whatever  for  a  bed,  thus  the  interpretation  of  the  Act  is 
anything  but  helpful  in  the  circumstances.  Many  of  these  cases  occur 
in  two  or  three-roomed  houses,  which  generally  “  permits  ”  3  and  5 
units  respectively,  and  where  the  living  room  is  small  and  of  the  type 
aforesaid.  The  re-housing  standard  on  bedroom  accommodation  only, 
is  ideal,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  future  will  see  that  standard  applied 
to  all  houses. 


OVERCROWDING— POSITION  AT  DECEMBER  31st. 
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60  cases  relieved  by  changes  of  tenancy. 

2  cases  relieved  by  reduction  in  family. 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR, 

1937- 

i- — Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year: 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  534 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  773 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  in¬ 
spected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Legulations,  1925  ...  532 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  759 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  .  313 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  .  221 

2.  — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of  Formal 

Notices : 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  71 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year: 

A — Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ....  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 
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B. — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil. 

C — Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  3 

*9  Undertakings  to  close  houses  received. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  3 

D — Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined, 

the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  Nil 

4 — Housing  Act,  1936.  Part  IV.  Overcrowding. 

(a)  1.  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year  369 


2.  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  369 

3.  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  2147 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  .  Nil 

(c)  1.  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year  68 

2.  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  385 


NEW  AND  ADDITIONAL  HOUSES. 

As  previously  stated  the  Council  had  completed  34  houses  at 
Langley  Park  at  the  end  of  the  year,  while  Private  development  was 
responsible  for  3  houses  at  Castleside.  Two  houses  were  re¬ 
constructed  while  one  house  was  provided  by  alteration.  The  40 
houses  were  all  occupied  by  December. 


NEW  HOUSES  ERECTED  DURING  1937. 
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(a )  MILK  SUPPLY. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  main  facts  relating  to  the 
Milk  Supply  in  the  Area: — 


Number  of  Registered  Farms  . 

,,  ,,  Registered  Cowsheds 

,,  ,,  New  farm  registrations  during  year 

„  „  Farms  discontinued  during  year  ... 

„  „  Registered  Producers  and  Whoesalers  ... 

„  „  Registered  Producers  and  Retailers 

Number  of  Registered  Producers,  Wholesalers  and 
Retailers  . 

Number  of  Registered  Producers  and  Buttermakers  ... 

For  own  use  only  . 

Number  of  Milk  Shops  in  Area  (includings  shops 

selling  bottled  milk)  ...  . 

Number  of  Retailers  not  Producers  Resident  in  Area 
Number  of  Producers  (Non-Resident)  Retailing  in  Area 
Approximate  number  of  Dairy  Cattle  ... 

Approximate  Daily  Yield  in  Gallons 


176 

220 

2 

9 

82 

46 

9 

37 

2 

6 

1 

3 

2330 

4660 


MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDER,  1936. 

For  Pasteurised  Milk,  licences  have  been  issued  as  follows: — 

1  Supplementary  Licence. 

2  Dealer’s  Licences. 


MILK  PRODUCTION. 

Steady  progress  continues  to  be  made  in  the  improvement  to 
premises  used  for  the  production  of  milk,  the  policy  outlined  in  the 
previous  report  being  carried  out. 

The  result  of  such  procedure  was  manifest  during  the  year  when 
a  further  18  producers  were  granted  Accredited  Licences  by  the 
County  Council  who  are  the  Licensing  Authority. 

This  brings  the  total  of  Licences  issued  in  your  area  to  38.  In 
extension  of  this  improvement,  two  producers  went  further  and  had 
their  herds  Tuberculin  Tested  and  were  subsequently  granted 
“  Certified  ”  Licences.  Thus,  of  the  previous  total  of  38,  there  are  3 
Certified  Licences  in  the  area. 

It  will  be  seen  that  of  the  176  farms  in  the  area  there  are  38  who 
hold  licences  for  the  production  of  Designated  milk,  or  21.5%. 
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The  Administrative  County  had  issued  43  T.T.  Licences  (i.e.  28 
Producer-Retailers  and  15  Producers)  and  357  Accredited  Licences 
(i.e.  101  Producer-Retailers  and  256  Producers). 

At  Low  Muggleswick  Farm,  registered  for  buttermaking,  the 
stock  was  subjected  to  a  Tuberculin  Test,  and  in  every  instance  passed 
100%,  a  most  remarkable  occurrence.  The  intention  of  the  Owner 
was  merely  to  produce  Attested  stock  for  supply  purposes. 

It  will  be  appreciated  that  considerable  time,  travelling  and  much 
propaganda  and  advisory  work  is  always  involved  in  getting  producers 
to  the  final  stage  for  licensing,  as  buildings,  stock,  fees,  etc.,  are  all 
involved,  and  of  course,  the  financial  side  must  be  the  deciding  factor. 
Every  item  which  offers  an  advantage  plays  an  important  part  in 
convincing  prospective  producers  of  the  worthiness  of  such  a  step, 
and  it  is  quite  right  that  the  individual  who  wishes  to  produce  the 
better  article  should  not  have  restrictions  put  in  his  way. 

Unfortunately,  for  some  obscure  reason,  in  the  application  of  the 
various  Acts  and  Orders,  he  has  to  “  pay  for  the  privilege,”  while  the 
ordinary  producer  has  not  the  same  standard  to  maintain  nor  the 
same  obligations  to  fulfil.  A  reversal  of  such  conditions,  whereby 
fees  applied  until  premises  and  producer  reached  a  requisite  standard 
would  appear  more  reasonabe,  and  would  certainly  speed  the  time 
when  raw  milk  production  would  attain  the  standard  aspired  to. 

A  big  difficulty  met  with  is,  that  legislation  makes  the  tenant 
responsible  for  building  alterations  and  improvements,  and  while 
some  Owners  are  helpful,  other  -cases  exist  where  this  co-operation 
is  absent.  Some  good  would  accrue  if  this  feature  was  amended  in 
that  an  Owner,  who  lets  a  farm  for  dairying  purposes,  would  be 
responsible  for  the  provision  of  suitable  buildings  and  arrangements. 

The  standard  arrangement  of  buildings  agreed  upon  some  years 
ago,  is  being  adhered  to,  with,  of  course,  minor  modifications  as  the 
individual  circumstances  demand,  and  while  this  has  sometimes 
produced  differences  of  opinion  in  the  beginning,  a  little  time  changes 
such  opinion  to  an  expression  of  satisfaction  respecting  labour,  time, 
cleanliness  and  general  well-being.  This  position  of  standard  has 
only  been  attained  by  an  immense  amount  of  co-operative  work  with 
the  selection  or  rejection  of  ideas,  until  a  basis  was  deduced,  and  now 
it  is  encouraging  to  find  that  the  completed  schemes  are  some  of  the 
most  useful  sources  of  propaganda. 
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One  other  encouraging  feature  of  licensed  production  of  milk  has 
been  the  free  initial  clinical  examination  of  the  herds  by  the  County 
Veterinary  Staff,  but  the  future  prospective  changes  in  this  matter, 
whereby  the  producer  will  be  required  to  pay  for  this  certificate,  will 
certainly  be  a  retrograde  step  and  re-introduce  one  of  those  irksome 
costs  which  discourage  progress. 

Improvement  in  the  structural  conditions  and  equipment  of  farms 
was  fairly  satisfactory  in  view  of  the  time  available  for  changing  the 
intentions  of  producers  into  material  accomplishments.  In  pursuance 
of  this  work  and  other  inspections,  407  visits  were  made  to  farms. 

The  following  is  an  account  of  the  work  completed  during  the 
year  as  a  contribution  towards  cleaner  milk  production. 

Complete  new  dairy  premises,  comprising  cowshed,  cooling  and 
sterilizing  rooms  properly  equipped,  all  provided  with  an  adequate 
water  supply,  drainage  and  disposal: — 


PLACE. 

FARM. 

Castleside. 

Healeyfield. 

Greener  oft. 

Sunniside. 

Lanchester. 

Middlewood. 

Hole  House. 

Maiden  Hall. 

Quebec. 

Hamsteels  New  Hall. 

Click-em-in. 

In  the  following  cases  a  cowshed  has  been  re-modelled  or  formed 

from  existing  buildings,  and  cooling  and  sterilizing  facilities  provided, 
also  water  supply  and  drainage: — 

PLACE. 

FARM. 

Cornsay. 

North. 

Inkerman. 

Burnhope. 

Wheatley  Hill. 

Butsfield. 

Abbey  Farm. 

Lanchester. 

Low  Meadows. 

Muggleswick. 

Eddis  Bridge. 

Quebec. 

Hamsteels  Old  Hall. 

Rowley. 

Mainsfield. 

Satley. 

Charity. 
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The  following  additions  have  been  completed  to  suitable  cow¬ 
sheds  for  providing  cooling  and  sterilizing  rooms  complete  with 
equipment,  alterations  for  improved  water  supply  and  drainage: — 


PLACE. 


FARM. 


Greencroft. 
Lanchester. 
Muggleswick. 
Old  Cornsay. 
Waskerley. 


Moorside. 

Middle  Newbiggen. 
Priory. 

Cowsley. 

Lindisfarne. 

Middles. 


A  new  cowshed  was  provided  for  additional  accommodation 
at: — 

PLACE.  FARM. 

Esh.  Hill  Top. 


Internal  re-arrangement  of  an  existing  cowshed  was  completed 
at: — 


PLACE. 


FARM. 


Langley  Park. 
Old  Cornsay. 
Quebec. 
Waskerley. 


Wood  side. 

Stowe  House. 
Heugh. 

High  Horsleyhope. 


Drainage  improvements  were  completed  at: — 


PLACE. 


FARM. 


Castleside. 

Lanchester. 


Wharnley  Burn. 
Margery  Flatts. 


Minor  matters  of  improvement  including  additional  lighting, 
cementing  of  wall  surfaces,  and  improved  standings  were  effected  at 
Hagg  Farm,  Esh  Winning. 
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MILK  SAMPLING. 

42  Samples  were  taken  and  submitted  for  Bacteriological 
Examination,  23  of  which  were  test  samples  for  Accredited  Producer’s 
Licences.  The  following  table  shows  the  Bacterial  Counts  and 
Coliform  Content,  and  it  will  be  seen  that  7  samples  exceeded  a  count 
of  200,000,  but  those  samples  were  free  of  any  Coliform  content. 

Investigation  of  these  cases  proved  that  the  apparent  cause  was 
the  initial  stage  of  mastitis  in  the  animals,  the  trouble  becoming 
manifest  before  the  sample  result  was  known.  The  other  35  counts 
were  appreciably  low  and  prove  good  method,  efficient  cooling  and 
effective  sterilization  of  apparatus. 

The  five  cases  where  Coliform  Bacilli  were  present  occurred  in 
ordinary  producer’s  samples  and  were  due  to  an  association  of 
unsatisfactory  premises  and  equipment,  together  with  faulty  methods. 
The  remaining  37  samples  were  clean. 


BACTERIAL  COUNT. 


Not  Exceeding 

Exceeding 

500 

1500 

3000 

5000 

10000 

12000 

30000 

200000  per  c.c. 

5 

6 

10 

3 

4 

4 

3 

7 

COLIFORM  CONTENT. 


Absent  in  all  Dilutions 

Present 

All 

Dilutions 

1  c.c. 

1/10  c.c. 

1/100 

1/1000 

37 

1 

— 

4 

— 

— 

milk  and  dairies  order,  1926. 


Report  by  Veterinary  Officer  upon  inspections  carried  out  in  the 
Lanchester  Rural  District  during  the  year  1937: — 


Number  of  visits  to  cowkeepers 
Number  of  cows  examined  ... 
General  condition  and  type  of  cows 
General  cleanliness  of  cows  ... 


373 

4660 

Satisfactory 
Fairly  good 
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General  conditions  of  sanitation  ...  ...  Fairly  good 

Chief  methods  of  milk  disposal  ...  Wholesale  and  retail 
Number  of  animals  slaughtered  under  the 
Tuberculosis  Order: — 

(a)  Tubercuolsis  of  the  udder  or  giving 

T.B.  milk  .  ...  6 

(b)  Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  ...  14 


Total  ...  ...  20 

Number  of  cases  of  diseases  other  than 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  78 

i 

GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS. 

The  general  hygiene  in  this  district  during  the  past  year  has  been 
quite  satisfactory.  Increases  are  shown  both  in  the  number  of 
Tuberculin  Tested  herds  and  Accredited  herds,  and  alterations  are  at 
present  taking  place  on  several  premises  to  bring  them  up  to 
Accredited  standard.  There  are  however,  still  a  few  butter  producing 
places  which  are  not  yet  up  to  the  average  standard  of  the  district. 
Either  Mr.  Rowe  or  Mr.  Terry,  Sanitary  Inspectors,  accompanied  me 
on  most  of  my  inspections. 


(b )  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 


There  are  17  slaughter-houses 
follows: — 

Lanchester  Village 

Burnhope 

Langley  Park 

Quebec 

Cornsay 

Castleside 


in  the  area  distributed 

3  (1  not  in  use) 

3  (1  not  in  use) 

...  4  (2  not  in  use) 

3  (1  not  in  use) 

...  3 

...  1 


as 


In  4  cases  the  Licence  for  the  year  was  allowed  to  lapse,  while 
in  one  case  no  slaughtering  is  done. 

Slaughtering  takes  place  on  the  remaining  12  premises  from 
Sunday  to  Thursday  at  different  times,  and  every  effort  is  made  to 
inspect  the  animals  slaughtered,  although  this  is  not  always  possible 
in  the  case  of  sheep  which  in  some  places  are  killed  in  one’s  and  two’s 
over  the  slaughtering  days. 
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Generally  speaking  the  class  of  meat  killed  is  of  good  quality, 
and  little  trouble  is  met  with  in  inspection. 

As  buildings  and  in  their  general  arrangement,  most  of  the 
slaughter-houses  are  old  and  ill-arranged  for  the  work,  and  in  most 
cases  only  re-building  could  be  deemed  satisfactory.  This  view  is 
kept  constantly  in  mind,  and  as  the  opportunity  presents  itself  these 
recommendations  will  be  put  forward.  In  conduct,  however,  a  good 
standard  of  cleanliness  is  maintained,  and  this  somewhat  mitigates 
the  unsatisfactory  structures. 

There  are  6  meat  shops  whose  supplies  are  not  prepared  in  the 
area.  Two  draw  their  supply  from  the  meat  markets  of  neighbouring 
towns,  while  the  others  have  their  slaughtering  premises  in  adjoining 
areas. 

The  meat  supply  gave  no  reason  for  any  anxiety  during  the  year. 

The  following  tables  classify  the  meat  dealt  with  during  the 
year: — 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 
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BAKEHOUSES 

There  are  3  retail  bake-houses  in  the  area  all  at  Langley  Park, 
one  being  established  during  the  year.  These  are  fairly  satisfactory, 
being  the  type  of  two-roomed  arrangement,  the  bake-house  being  at 
the  rear  directly  communicating  with  the  shop  at  the  front. 

They  were  always  found  in  a  cleanly  condition,  and  gave  rise  to 
no  adverse  comment. 

FISH  FRYERS. 

These  are  controlled  by  the  Bye-Laws  sanctioned  some  years  ago, 
and  there  are  12  such  estabishments  in  the  area  situated  as  follows: — 
Lanchester,  1;  Burnhope,  2;  Langley  Park,  4;  Quebec,  1;  Cornsay,  2; 
Castleside,  1;  East  Hedleyhope,  1. 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  all  the  former  wood  buildings  in  use 
for  this  business  with  one  exception  at  Burnhope,  have  been  sup¬ 
planted  by  permanent  buildings.  This  makes  for  improved  cleanliness 
in  the  business  and  avoids  that  offensive  odour  which  always 
permeates  a  wood  or  composite  building  permanently.  As  befits  this 
popular  food,  occupiers  are  keen  to  maintain  a  high  standard  of 
cleaniness  in  their  premises. 

Complaints  that  occurred  in  past  years  through  retention  of 
offal,  boxes,  etc.,  giving  rise  to  unsavoury  smells  and  swarms  of  flies, 
appear  to  have  been  corrected  by  the  trade  itself,  since  fish  is  now 
delivered  clean  and  prepared,  and  should  any  waste  or  scraps  accrue, 
they  are  removed  the  next  day  by  the  wholesaler,  presumably  for 
manufacture  into  fish  manure. 

There  is  everything  to  be  said  for  the  control  of  this  business  in 
that  there  can  then  be  a  satisfactory  standard  demanded  and  main¬ 
tained,  while  distribution  of  the  premises  to  some  extent  governs  the 
amount  of  business  available  to  make  it  worth  while  for  the  occupier 
to  equip  and  conduct  his  business  on  the  most  hygienic  lines. 

Such  control  might  well  be  extended  to  embrace  most  businesses 
which  involve  food  supplies. 

(c )  ADULTERATION. 

No  action  taken  except  by  the  County  Council  who  are  the 
Authority  under  the  various  Acts  and  Orders. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


GENERAL. 

There  were  232  cases  of  infectious  disease  including  Tuberculosis 
notified  during  1937.  Owing  to  the  reduced  population  after  April  1st, 
due  to  the  change  in  area,  comparison  with  previous  Annual  figures 
would  be  of  no  value.  The  following  table  shows  the  rates  per 
thousand  population  of  the  more  prevalent  infectious  diseases  during 
the  last  5  years. 

RATES  PER  i,ooo  POPULATION. 


Disease. 

' 

x933 

*934 

'935 

J936 

1 93  7 

Scarlet  Fever 

13'1 

io-5 

4'9 

4’9 

3  2 

Diphtheria 

•  .  . 

2-9 

4i 

2'9 

2 '9 

5'6 

Enteric  Fever 

.  .  . 

°'°3 

2'7 

°'5 

Nil 

Nil 

Pueperal  Fever  and  Pyrexia 

O '  I 

o'  r  8 

O'l 

°'3 

O'l 

Erysipelas 

.  .  . 

°-3 

i  'o6 

027 

0 ' 2 

0  3 

Pneumonia 

•  •  • 

1  ‘7 

i  ’3 

o*6 

1  0 

1  ‘4 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

•  •  • 

C09 

O'  I  2 

o'o9 

O'l 

Nil 

Tuberculosis 

•  •  • 

i-3 

i  'c6 

!*3 

1  '4 

1  '0 

PROPOSED  NEW  HOSPITAL  FOR  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

A  beginning  has  at  last  been  made  with  this  building  at  the  time 
of  writing.  When  complete,  the  new  hospital  will  provide  accom¬ 
modation  for  144  beds,  and  is  so  designed  that  a  much  greater 
flexibility  in  the  use  of  beds  is  possible  than  with  our  existing 
hospitals.  Half  the  accommodation  is  available  in  cubicles,  allowing 
a  greater  variety  of  diseases  to  be  treated.  A  small  operating  theatre 
is  included  and  also  a  small  laboratory  for  such  investigations  that 
may  be  carried  out.  An  up-to-date  Nurses’  home  is  contained  in  the 
Administrative  block,  and  provision  made  for  future  extensions  if 
necessary.  Every  effort  has  been  made  to  provide  for  the  needs  of 
the  District  for  many  years  to  come. 
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ARRANGEMENT  OF  THE  DIFFERENT 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  IN  1937, 
IN  THE  VARIOUS  PARISHES. 


Disease. 

Cornsay 

ns 

c3 

O 

be 

06 

S- c 

O 

u 

0) 

43 

0 

42 

w 

X 

W 

Greencroft 

Healeyfield  j 

Hedleyhope  j 

Knitsley 

La  n  Chester 

1 

Langley  j 

Medomsley 

44 

.a 

£ 

C/) 

luo 

be 

2 

Satley 

Totals.  | 

Scarlet  Fever 

5 

16 

1 

23 

3 

3 

0 

7 

0 

- j 

•  •  ft 

2 

64 

Diphtheria 

10 

11 

... 

55 

i 

2 

3 

1 

9 

9 

8 

2 

111 

Erysipelas 

,  ,  , 

3 

... 

2 

. 

1 

•  •  * 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

6 

Dysentery 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

%  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

Oph.  Neonatorum 

... 

... 

1 

... 

1 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

•  .  . 

•  »  • 

•  «  • 

.. 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

•  •  « 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

Pneumonia 

0 

5 

13 

1 

•  •  • 

2 

4 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

28 

Meningitis 

Cerebro  Spinal  ... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

. . . 

9 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

♦  •  • 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

•  *  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  * 

2 

Totals 

17 

35 

1 

95 

2 

6 

9 

3 

21 

11 

8 

... 

5 

213 
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AGE  OF  OCCURRENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS 
DISEASE  DURING  1937. 


Disease. 

Under  1  year 

1-2  years 

2-3  years 

3-4  years 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

3 

5 

Diphtheria 

*  .  . 

.  .  . 

2 

i 

Erysipelas 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum... 

1 

.  .  • 

•  .  . 

.  .  . 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

•  •  . 

Pneumonia 

3 

2 

2 

1 

Meningitis 

Cerebro-Spinal ... 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

«  •  • 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

.  . 

Dysentery 

.  .  . 

•  .  . 

4 

Q 

O 

7 

13 

4-5  years 

5-10  years 

10-15  years 

15-20  years 

20-35  years 

35-45  years 

45-65  years 

65  years  &  over 

i  Total. 

4 

24 

13 

6 

6 

2 

64 

8 

51 

24 

10 

8 

1 

.  .  • 

111 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

2 

9 

1 

6 

1 

i 

... 

♦  •  • 

1 

1 

5 

2 

1 

5 

3 

2 

1 

28 

... 

... 

... 

1 

"l 

... 

... 

... 

2 

13 

80 

39 

18 

22 

h-r 

7 

5 

2 

213 
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NOTIFIABLE  CASES. 


The  following  Table  shows  the  numbers  of  cases  of  Notifiable  Diseases 
(other  than  Tuberculosis)  admitted  to  hospital  during  the  year  1937. 


Disease. 

Total 

Cases 

Notified. 

Cases 

admitted 

to 

Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

64 

50 

0 

Diphtheria 

111 

106 

10 

Dysentery 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas... 

6 

0 

0 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum... 

1 

1 

0 

Pneumonia 

28 

0 

0 

Meningitis  Cerebro-Spinal 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

2 

0 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

1 

i 

0 

Totals 

213 

1  160 

10 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1937. 


New 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age 

Periods. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pul  monary 

Pulmonary. 

Non -Pul  monary. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

5 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

4  4  4 

10 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

•  4  • 

15 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

«  »  « 

1 

4  4  4 

20 

1 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

4  4  4 

4  4  4 

25 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  4 

•  •  • 

1 

4  4  4 

30 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

4  4  4 

•  •  • 

1 

4  4  4 

35 

1 

•  •  • 

•  • 

•  4  • 

•  •  • 

4*4 

40 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

•  4  4 

•  •  • 

4  4  4 

45 

1 

1 

•  4  1 

•  •  • 

4*4 

4  4  4 

50 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

4  4  4 

•  •  4 

4  4  4 

... 

55 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  4 

... 

60 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

4  4  4 

4  4  4 

4  4  4 

65 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

m  4 

4  4  4 

4  4  4 

1 

Totals 

6 

5 

0 

3 

1  2 

5 

1 

19 


8 
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SCARLET  FEVER. 

There  were  64  cases  notified  during  the  year,  50  of  these  were 
treated  in  hospital,  and  the  rest  at  home.  There  were  no  untoward 
results  in  either  hospital  or  home  treated  cases,  and  there  were  no 
deaths.  The  “  mild  ”  type  of  disease  was  present  in  the  majority  of 
these  cases,  and  the  improvements  referred  to  last  year  and  attributed 
to  the  cessation  of  overcrowding,  were  manifested  by  the  absence  of 
serious  complications  or  an  undue  proportion  of  return  cases. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

This  was  again  prevalent,  and  111  cases  were  notified  during  the 
year,  106  of  these  being  treated  in  hospital.  There  were  12  deaths, 
giving  a  high  case  mortality  of  10.9  per  cent. 

ENTERIC  FEVER. 

No  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  were  notified  during  the  year  for  the 
third  successive  year. 

PUERPERAL  PYREXIA,  PUERPERAL  FEVER. 

Two  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  as  Puerperal  Pyrexia, 
and  one  as  Puerperal  Fever.  The  arrangements  made  by  the  County 
Council  for  dealing  with  these  cases  works  very  smoothly  in  this 
area,  and  it  is  very  satisfactory  to  record  that  there  were  no  Maternal 
deaths. 

ARTIFICIAL  IMMUNISATION. 

The  Council  defrayed  the  cost  of  material  for  Diphtheria 
Prophylaxis,  and  Medical  Practitioners  in  the  area  are  supplied  with 
it  on  request.  Very  little  use  had  been  made  of  this  facility,  and 
towards  the  end  of  the  year  and  the  beginning  of  this  year  the  matter 
was  under  consideration.  It  was  decided  early  this  year  to  offer 
immunisation  against  Diphtheria  through  the  schools,  and  this  was 
commenced  in  February  of  this  year,  and  will  be  dealt  with  in  the 
next  report. 

DIPHTHERIA  ANTI-T«XIN. 

Stocks  of  this  are  maintained  at  the  Council  Offices,  and  at  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health’s  residence,  and  it  is  supplied  to  Medical 
Practitioners  in  the  area  on  request.  Scarlet  Fever  Anti-toxin  is  also 
available  if  required. 
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CANCER. 

The  mortality  from  this  disease  has  been  dealt  with  elsewhere  in 
this  report. 

PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS. 

No  action  was  taken  under  Section  66  of  the  Public  Health  Act 
1925,  or  under  Section  176  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936,  during  the 
year. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of 
Tuberculosis)  Regulations  1925,  Section  62  of  the  Public  Health  Act 
1925,  or  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936. 

EXAMINATION  OF  SPECIMENS. 

The  following  were  examined  during  the  year  at  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Armstrong  College,  Newcastle-on-Tyne: — 


Total. 

Pos. 

Neg. 

Incon¬ 

clusive. 

Throat  Swabs  for  Diphtheria 

116  ... 

30  ... 

.  76 

...  10 

Sputa  for  Tubercle  ... 

39  ... 

7  .. 

.  32 

... 

Totals  . 

155 

37  .. 

.  108 

...  10 

Totals 


